Putting it OUT There – Getting Your Web Site on the Web
What exactly does it take to get your web site on the Web?  First, of course, you must have content.  And then you need….content.  But when all the content is collected, organized, set in HTML and properly styled, where do you go from there?
First – a list:

1. Domain name

2. Content

3. More content

4. Web Design

5. More Content

6. Web hosting/server

7. More content

Domain Names

The domain name is the first thing people hear or see relating to your web site.  It is the name that is used in the address bar of the browsers, seen on search engines and posted on your business cards.  It is your Internet Address.  Choose it wisely!
Hopefully, before or during the process of creating content, you have searched and purchased a domain name.  This should be done early in the process.  The reasoning, as I understand it, is that it takes time for domains to show up in the search engines; the longer your domain is registered, the more time it has in the search engines.  I have heard, but don’t have any evidence, that some search engines give you points for the age of your site.  The older the site, the better it will rank in the searches, everything else being equal - which it rarely ever is.

Another reason to get your domain name early is to keep someone else from grabbing it.  Suppose you have a great idea for a site to make LOTS of money.  But, the site’s success is dependent on its domain name.  The longer you wait the better the chance someone else will grab the name.  Also – a word of paranoid advice – don’t discuss your domain name ideas, web business plans, etc. with ANYONE.  It is too easy for some slip of the tongue to reach the wrong ears and someone jumps ahead of you to grab a domain.  It has happened – even within families.

You can get a domain name from any number of registrars.  It is important to be careful where you do business, where you search and to shop around.  One of the larger registrars started a very questionable policy of locking all domains that were searched for from their home page.  This prevented anyone from registering the domains through another company for 7 days.  This wouldn’t be so bad except this registrar charges 3-4 times as much as many other registrar!

